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1 Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 
 

Introduction 
1.1 This report provides a screening of the Regulation 14 Draft Ringwould with Kingsdown 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (2025 to 2040) against the need for a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA). The 

principles of SEA and HRA are introduced in the following paragraphs, while the 

legislative context underpinning each is summarised ahead of the relevant assessments 

in Sections 3 and 4 of the report.  

What is an SEA? 
1.2 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required under European legislation1 

for all plans which may have a significant effect on the environment. This particularly 

relates to plans which allocate development sites, including Local Plans and 

Neighbourhood Plans. An SEA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the 

likely significant effects of a draft Plan, and reasonable alternatives, with a view to 

avoiding and mitigating negative environmental effects and maximising the positives. 

1.3 The purpose of SEA is to provide a high level of protection of the environment and to 

integrate environmental issues into the preparation and adoption of plans with a view to 

promoting sustainable development. 

1.4 Not every plan needs an SEA. To determine whether the neighbourhood plan requires 

an SEA it is necessary to screen the objectives and proposals of the plan to determine 

whether it is likely to result in significant environmental effects. This can either be the 

local authority or the qualifying body (i.e. parish/town council or neighbourhood forum). 

As part of this screening process, it is necessary to consult the SEA consultation bodies 

(Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agency) to get their opinion on 

whether or not the plan is likely to result in significant environmental effects and therefore 

whether an SEA is required. 

1.5 One of the basic conditions (condition ‘f’) for a neighbourhood plan is that it does not 

breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations. To meet this condition with 

regard to strategic environmental assessment (SEA), a neighbourhood planning group 

needs to have either a statement of reasons as to why SEA is not required, or, where an 

SEA is deemed necessary, an environmental report (and non-technical summary) which 

documents the findings of the SEA. 

 
1 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SI 2004/1633), as amended 
by The Environmental Assessments and Miscellaneous Planning (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 
(SI 2018/1232). It should be noted that the purpose of the amendments to the SEA Regulations is to 
ensure that the law functions correctly after the UK has left the European Union. No substantive changes 
are made to the way the SEA regime operates. 
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1.6 A neighbourhood plan should be screened as soon as there is sufficient information 

available to consider whether the proposed content of the plan or its likely intent (e.g. 

will it allocate development sites or not) are likely to lead to significant effects. 

1.7 There are two potential outcomes to this screening: either the plan is not likely to result 

in any significant environmental effects and an SEA is not required, or the plan is 

deemed to be likely to result in significant environmental effects and that SEA (scoping 

report and full report) is required. 

What is an HRA? 
1.8 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is a process which looks at the potential 

impact of proposals within a plan on internationally designated wildlife sites. For the 

purpose of the HRA, internationally designated wildlife sites are Special Protection 

Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar wetland sites, which 

together are also known as ‘Natura 2000’ sites.  

 

1.9 This initial screening stage of the HRA process involves consideration of the reasons 

for designation and the conservation objectives of each internationally designated 

wildlife site within a ‘reasonable’ distance of the particular Neighbourhood Plan Area 

and the potential impact of the proposals within the draft neighbourhood plan on these. 

Relevant Dover District Assessments 
1.10 The adopted Dover District Local Plan to 2040 is supported by the Final SA Adoption 

Statement, published in September 2024.  It includes links to different iterations of the 

sustainability appraisal and includes the Sustainability Appraisal Framework.   

 

1.11 The HRA Final (2024) is a composite version of all updates that have taken place to 

the HRA since the consultation on the Regulation 19 September 2022 HRA and 

incorporates consideration of the Main Modifications to the Local Plan consulted on 

during April and May 2024. The relevant European sites within or in close proximity to 

Dover District are set out in Appendix B, while the full screening matrix is presented in 

Appendix C.  

Consultation and Conclusion 
1.12 This report details the screening process undertaken for the Ringwould with 

Kingsdown Neighbourhood Plan against the requirements for an SEA and HRA to be 

produced to accompany the pre-submission (Regulation 14) version of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.13 A copy of the Draft Screening Report was sent on the 4th November 2025 to the three 

statutory consultees, the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England, 

to obtain their views on its content. Full copies of their responses are included in 

Appendix 2 and summarised below: 

 

Natural England: ‘It is Natural England’s advice, on the basis of the material supplied with 

the consultation, that: 

• significant effects on statutorily designated nature conservation sites or landscapes 

are unlikely’.  

• Significant effects on Habitats sites, either alone or in combination, are unlikely 

https://www.doverdistrictlocalplan.co.uk/uploads/Dover-District-Council-Local-Plan-SA-Adoption-Statement.pdf
https://www.doverdistrictlocalplan.co.uk/uploads/Dover-District-Council-Local-Plan-SA-Adoption-Statement.pdf
https://www.doverdistrictlocalplan.co.uk/uploads/Examination-Documents/ED53-HRA-Final-Updated.pdf
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Historic England: ‘It is noted that the Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites for 

development. 

Given the unlikely significant effects upon the historic environment/heritage assets, Historic 

England concurs with the Local Authority and hence considers that a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment will not be required’.  

They have provided detailed general advice for the neighbourhood plan group to review in 

relation to the preparation of the neighbourhood plan, including a recommendation to consult 

with relevant conservation officers. 

Environment Agency: ‘Neighbourhood Plans provide an opportunity to deliver multi-

functional benefits through linking development with enhancements to the environment. This 

document sets out the key environmental issues within our remit which should be 

considered’.  They have provided detailed guidance and advice to the Neighbourhood 

Planning group.  

 

1.14 All respondents make clear that their advice is based on the information available at 

the time of this consultation and does not remove the requirement for further 

consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan or remove their right for further 

comment/objection on the Neighbourhood Plan / SEA process. They should be 

reconsulted on any revised SEA Screening if the plan is amended, and any subsequent 

SEA Scoping if progressed to that stage. 

 

Conclusion 
1.15 The draft Ringwould with Kingsdown NDP does not allocate sites for development 

and contains policies which would require any development coming forward to protect 
and enhance the environment. The assessment finds that no significant negative effects 
will occur as a result of the Regulation 14 Draft Neighbourhood Plan. It is therefore 
concluded that a full SEA is not required at this time.  
 

1.16 The Ringwould with Kingsdown NDP does not allocate any additional sites for 
development or include and proposals that would be likely to adversely affect the 
integrity of the internationally designated sites, alone or in combination with other 
projects and plans. It is therefore considered that a full HRA/AA of the Ringwould with 
Kingsdown NDP is not required. 

 

1.17 Once the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan is published, if it is changed in a 
significant manner, or any currently unidentified consequences or policy conflicts arise, 
a new SEA screening process may need to be undertaken to re-assess the conclusions 
on whether a full SEA/HRA will be required.  
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2 Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood 

Development Plan (2025 to 2040) 

Context 
2.1 Ringwould with Kingsdown is a rural parish situated around 4 miles north-east of 

Dover within the Dover District. The parish comprises the villages of Ringwould and 

Kingsdown and had a population of 1,942 and 906 households at the time of the last 

Census in 2021.  

2.2 Ringwould with Kingsdown’s household composition is primarily single-family 

households while the most common household size comprises two residents. Most 

residential properties in the parish (82%) are owned. In 2021 the Parish age profile 

was 12% up to the age of 16, 48% aged between 16 and 64 with 40% aged 64 and 

over. 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
2.3 The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) area for Ringwould with Kingsdown was designated in 

November 2023 and covers the entire area of the parish.  

 

2.4 The Ringwould with Kingsdown NP (RKNP) project is being led by a steering group set 

up by Ringwould with Kingsdown Parish Council (RKPC) as the qualifying body and 

comprises local councillors and volunteers from the community.  

2.5 Through consultation with the community and others the Steering Group has 

established a vision and objectives for Ringwould with Kingsdown parish in 2040. 

2.6 Once adopted, the RKNP planning policies would form part of the development plan 

for the district, establishing a framework of planning policy upon which development 

within the parish during the Plan period will be judged.  

2.7 The vision for Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Plan is provided below: 

 

2.8 Underpinning this vision are six objective themes as set out below:  
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2.9 The draft RKNP sets out a framework of policies upon which (together with the Dover 
District Local Plan 2040, the Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2024-39 (2025), and 
Kent Mineral Sites Plan 2020 development proposals within the parish will be judged, 
and these are summarised in the table below: 
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Table 1: Ringwould with Kingsdown NP Draft Policies and Summary of Policy Aims 

 

 

 
Policy Reference and Title 

 
Summary of Policy Aims 

Spatial Strategy and Housing 

RKN1: Restricting Coalescence 
between settlements 

Seeks to retain the distinctive character of the individual 
settlements by restricting the ability for settlements to 
coalesce.   

RKNP2: Meeting Local Housing Needs This policy seeks to influence housing proposals so that 
they meet the specific housing needs of the Parish in 
terms of size, tenure, affordability, future needs and the 
needs of people at different stages of their lives.  

RKNP3: Principal Residence Policy This policy seeks to ensure that any new open market 
housing coming forward in the Parish (apart from 
allocated sites) would only be occupied by a household 
living in the property as their main home.  

Character, Heritage and Design 

RKNP4: Reflecting the character of the 
Parish through high quality design 

To ensure that all new development, whether it is for an 
extension to an existing building; a new house, or a 
number of houses, is of the highest standard of design, 
reflecting local character and promoting local 
distinctiveness.  It ensures that the R&K Design  
Guidance and Codes are used to inform future 
development proposals. 

RKNP5: Energy efficiency and design This policy seeks to ensure that development meets the 
highest environmental standards in terms of its 
construction, materials and energy use. 

RKNP6: Renewable and community 
scale energy 

This policy sets out the types of renewable energy 
projects that would fit well with the character of the area 
and would be supported. It also sets out the criteria to 
be considered as part of any renewable energy 
schemes in the neighbourhood area. 

 
RKNP7: Gound Water Source 
Protection Zones 

This policy sets out the approach for considering 
development proposals in GWPZ’s to avoid 
contamination and/or any risk to drinking water quality. 
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Policy Reference and Title 

 
Summary of Policy Aims 

RKNP8: Heritage Assets This policy seeks to recognise the major role that the 
historic environment (including the character of rural 
streets and lanes) has in shaping the development and 
identity of the Parish, and to protect and conserve the 
heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their 
significance. 
 
 

Environment and Green Space 

RKNP9: Dark Skies This policy seeks to ensure that the siting and design of 
development protects the night sky from light pollution. 

RKNP10: Supporting the natural 
environment and biodiversity 

This policy seeks to ensure that the multiple benefits of 
the Parish’s green and blue spaces – including their 
importance in combating pressure on wildlife, habitats, 
biodiversity and geodiversity and in off-setting the 
effects of air pollution – are recognised and enhanced. 
This applies particularly where individual spaces have a 
greater collective value as part of wider chains of green 
infrastructure. This will serve to support the requirement 
to conserve and, where possible, provide a net gain in 
biodiversity through planning policy whilst 
accommodating sustainable development. The policy 
also seeks to preserve or enhance landscape character 
and provides guidance on open space incorporated in 
development proposals. 

 
RKNP11: Local Green Space Seeks designates 23 sites as Local Green Space to 

acknowledge their value to the community and protect 
them from inappropriate development. 

RKNP12: Important public views Identifies locally significant views and seeks to 
safeguard these from inappropriate development. 

Leisure and Wellbeing 

RKNP13: Important community 
facilities 

This policy seeks to resist the loss of key services  
and facilities and sets out where additional facilities, or 
expansions/upgrade, would be supported. 

Getting Around 

RKNP14: Sustainable travel Seeks to encourage more sustainable modes of 
transport by supporting active travel proposals and 
identifies PRoW enhancements, funded through 
developer contributions or other project funding. It refers 
to connectivity of footpaths / bridleways and the need 
for works to footpaths and traffic calming measures to 
enhance rural character. It supports bicycle parking 
facilities. 
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2.10 The following chapters carry out the SEA Screening Assessment and HRA Screening  

         and Determination for the draft Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood 

Development Plan (2025 to 2040). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Policy Reference and Title 

 
Summary of Policy Aims 

RKNP15: Public parking provision The policy seeks to ensure that adequate public parking 
is provided serving the villages to ensure that walking, 
cycling and equestrian activities are not restricted by 
unsuitable parking. It seeks to retain existing, publicly 
available off-street car parking and supports additional 
public parking subject to impact on Conservation areas, 
designated sites and the National Landscape and 
supports bicycle parking facilities, and future-proofed 
electric vehicle charging points. 
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3 SEA Screening Assessment 
 

3.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal 

legislation is European Directive 2001/42/EC (the SEA Directive), transposed into 

English law by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 

2004, or SEA Regulations2. Detailed Guidance regarding these regulations can be 

found in the Government publication “A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Directive‟ (ODPM 2005). 

3.2 In October 2023 the Levelling up and Regeneration Act received royal assent, setting 

out detailed reforms to the planning system. Amongst other things, the Act allows for 

the replacement of the current SEA regime with a new requirement for an 

Environmental Outcomes Report. The specific requirements will be set out in 

forthcoming regulations, along with information about transition arrangements; 

however, at present the requirement for SEA remains as set out in existing legislation. 

3.3 To establish if a plan needs to be accompanied by a full SEA, a “screening” 

assessment is required against a series of criteria set out in the SEA Directive.  A 

Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive sets out in a 

diagrammatic form the process for screening the Plan against a series of criteria.   

 

 
2 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SI 2004/1633), as amended 
by The Environmental Assessments and Miscellaneous Planning (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 
(SI 2018/1232). It should be noted that the purpose of the amendments to the SEA Regulations is to 
ensure that the law functions correctly after the UK has left the European Union. No substantive changes 
are made to the way the SEA regime operates 
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    Figure 1 - Application of the SEA Directive to Plans and Programmes 
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Screening Report for Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Plan 
(2025 to 2040) 

Part 1 - Utilising the step-by-step guide in relation to Ringwould with Kingsdown 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Table 1 - Utilising the step-by-step guide in relation to Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 Stage Y/N Justification 
1. Is the PP (Plan or Programme) 
subject to preparation and/or adoption 
by a national, regional or local 
authority OR prepared by an authority 
for adoption through a legislative 
procedure by Parliament or 
Government? (Art 2. (a)) 

Y NPs are prepared by parish councils under the 
provision of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 as amended by the Localism act 2011. 
Once the plan is prepared it will be subject to 
Examination and Referendum, if successful it will 
be adopted by Dover District Council as the Local 
Planning Authority as part of the Development 
Plan. 

2. Is the PP required by legislative, 
regulatory or administrative 
provisions? (Art 2. (a)) 

Y Whilst the provision of a NP is optional, it will form 
part of the Development Plan for the District. It is 
therefore important that the screening process 
considers whether it is likely to have significant 
environmental effects and whether SEA is 
required under the Directive.  

3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, 
tourism, town and country planning or 
land use, AND does it set a framework 
for future development consent of 
projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA 
Directive (Art. 3.2 (a)) 

Y The NP is being prepared for town and country 
planning and land use, and will therefore set a 
framework for future development consent of 
projects in Annex II of the EIA Directive including 
Energy and Infrastructure developments 

4. Will the PP, in view of its likely effect 
on sites, require an assessment under 
Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive? 
(Art. 3.2(b)) 

N/A See HRA Screening Assessment in Section 4 

5. Does the PP determine the use of 
small areas at local level, OR is it a 
minor modification of a PP subject to 
Art 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 

Y The NP does not allocate land for a specific 
purpose but does show preference for the type 
and form of development at the local level. 
Local Green Space designations are proposed 
and this will restrict development. 
 

6. Does the PP set the framework for 
future development consent of projects 
(not just projects in Annexes to the EIA 
Directive)? (Art. 3.4) 

Y The NP (along with the remainder of the 
Development Plan) will be used to determine 
planning applications. 

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve 
national defence or civil emergency, 
OR is it a financial or budget PP, OR is 
it co-financed by structural funds or 
EAGGF programmes 2000 to 2006/7? 
(Art. 3.8, 3.9) 

N/A  

8, Is it likely to have a significant effect 
on the environment? (Art 3.5) 

 See assessment carried out in Table 3 

 

 



14 
 

3.4 At this stage of Neighbourhood Plan preparation, the draft vision and objectives and 
policy themes of the neighbourhood plan as outlined in Section 2 of this report have 
been used to undertake this screening assessment.  

 
3.5 If the information used to undertake this screening report is changed in a significant 

manner as the Neighbourhood Plan is redrafted, such as quantum or locations of 
development, then an additional screening exercise will be required. 

 
3.6 This part of the report is to deal specifically with Question 8 of the SEA Directive 

guidance (Table 1 above). The criteria for this assessment is taken from Article 3.5 of 
the SEA Directive: 

 

Part 2 – Assessment of likelihood of significant environmental effect for Ringwould 
with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Plan (2025 to 2040) against Article 3.5 criteria 

 

Table 2 - Assessment of likelihood of significant environmental effect for the Ringwould with Kingsdown 
Neighbourhood Plan against Article 3.5 criteria 

SEA Requirement Assessment 
The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to:  
 
1. The degree to which the plan or 
programme sets a framework for 
projects and other activities, either 
with regard to the location, nature, 
size and operating conditions or by 
allocating resources; 

Once made, the Ringwould with Kingsdown 
Neighbourhood Plan will form the framework for decision-
making for development proposals in the area. 
 
The plan does not make any development allocations.  The 
Plan does propose Local Green Space (site) designations, 
which will restrict development in particular identified 
locations. 
 
The plan must be in general conformity with the Adopted 
Dover District Local Plan (2024)   
 

The degree to which the plan or 
programme influences other plans 
and programmes including those in a 
hierarchy; 

The Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity 
with the adopted Dover District Local Plan to 2040 and 
have regard to the National Planning Policy Framework 
and National Planning Practice Guidance. Once made, the 
Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the statutory 
development plan for the Parish and will be used in 
conjunction with the Local Plan to determine planning 
applications. If the NP is not delivered, the District’s 
existing Local Plan is not affected. The Local Plan was 
subject to SEA. 
 
The influence of the FNP on other plans and/or 
programmes is limited. 
 

The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the integration of 
environmental considerations in 
particular with a view to promoting 
sustainable development; 

One of the Basic Conditions which the Neighbourhood Plan 
must meet is to contribute to sustainable development.  
The plan recognises paragraph 30 of the NPPF which 
refers to the neighbourhood plan helping to deliver 
sustainable development. 
 
Policies in the NP seek to conserve and enhance the 
natural environment, including the historic environment, 
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protecting water resources and responding to the changing 
climate. 
 

Environmental problems relevant to 
the plan or programme; 

There are no specific environmental problems relevant to 
this NP. While the NP does not allocate sites for 
development, it aims to protect and enhance the 
environment and biodiversity via Policy RKNP10, as well 
as designating Local Green Spaces under RKNP11, and 
important public views under RKNP12. These policies help 
to ensure the NP has a positive effect on the environment.   
 
The changing climate is recognised and Policy RKNP5 
(Energy Efficiency and Design) will help to mitigate climate 
change. In addition, Policy RKNP6 set out the types of 
renewable energy projects that would be supported. 
 

The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the implementation of 
Community legislation on the 
environment (for example, plans and 
programmes linked to waste 
management or water protection). 

The NDP will not affect implementation of European 
Community environmental legislation (or those now 
transcribed in UK law), which have been taken into account 
during the preparation of the adopted Dover District Local 
Plan with which the NP must be in conformity. The plan 
includes a detailed policy on Ground Water Source 
Protection Zones. 
 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to: 
 
The probability, duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the effects; 

The Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites for 
housing or other forms of development. An element of 
change to the environment is likely to occur because the 
plan does not seek to prevent change.  The impact of 
change will depend upon individual proposals and will be 
assessed at the planning application stage.   
 
The NP does (both as a whole and respect to specific 
policies) seek to protect and enhance the environment. An 
element of environmental change is likely to occur, as the 
Plan does not seek to prevent change.  The NP will 
therefore reduce the potential for likely significant effects.  
 

The cumulative nature of the effects; 
 

The Local Plan does not identify a minimum housing 
requirement for the Parish. Local Plan Policy SP3 identifies 
Kingsdown as a ‘Local Centre’ in the Settlement Hierarchy 
Ringwould as a ‘Smaller Village/Hamlet’. The Dover District 
Local Plan allocates a site with an indicative capacity of 50 
dwellings in Kingsdown (SAP34) and 10 dwellings in 
Ringwould (SAP53). Policy SP4 states that windfall 
residential development of an appropriate scale will be 
permitted within or adjoining the settlement boundary for 
Kingsdown and within the settlement boundary for 
Ringwould. The adopted Dover District Local Plan has 
been subject to full Sustainability Appraisal, which 
addresses cumulative matters in more detail.  
 
The NP does not propose any development which is likely 
to result in any cumulative effects. An element of 
environmental change is likely to occur, as the Plan does 
not seek to prevent change. The NP proposes policies 
which seek to further protect and enhance the environment 
and promote renewable energy generation and energy 
efficiency.  
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The transboundary nature of the 
effects; 

Effects on adjoining parishes or districts will be localised 
and not significant. Transboundary effects under the SEA 
Regulations refer to transboundary effects on other EU 
Member States; and are not relevant to this Neighbourhood 
Plan.  

The risks to human health or the 
environment (for example, due to 
accidents); 

No significant risks have been identified to human health or 
the environment. The policies within the Plan seek to 
protect and enhance the environment, encourage 
sustainable travel and promote wellbeing and health. 
 

The magnitude and spatial extent of 
the effects (geographical area and 
size of the population likely to be 
affected); 

The geographic area and population of the area affected by 
the plan covers are relatively small. The area of the parish 
is 638 ha with a population of 1,942 and 906 households 
(2021 census).  

The value and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected due to: 
i) special natural characteristics or 
cultural heritage; ii) exceeded 
environmental quality standards or 
limit values; or (iii) intensive land‐use 

i) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage. There 
are internationally, nationally and locally protected sites 
within the NP area: 

• The Dover to Kingsdown Cliffs Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) extends south from the junction of 
Oldstairs Road and Undercliffe Road. 

• The coastal area from South Road to beyond the 
southern boundary forms part of the Dover to 
Kingsdown Cliffs Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). 

• All of the coastline in the NDP area is within the 
nationally designated Dover to Deal Marine 
Conservation Zone (MCZ). 

• There are 3 Local Wildlife Sites in the NDP area at The 
Lynch and Oxney Court Woods, Ringwould, Walmer 
and Kingsdown Golf Course and Kingsdown and 
Walmer Beach. 

• National Priority Habitat Inventory sites comprise 
deciduous woodland, lowland calcareous grassland, 
coastal vegetated shingle, maritime cliff and slope and 
no main habitat but additional habitats present. 

• Locally-identified Priority Habitats (Kent Habitat Survey 
2012) towards the coast comprise lowland and rank 
calcareous grassland, intertidal chalk, perennial 
vegetation of stony banks. There are also small areas 
of other lowland meadows and a traditional orchard 
further inland.  

 
See Map A and B at Appendix 1 for wildlife designations. 
 
The majority of the parish is within Archaeological 
Notification Areas which give advice on the potential for 
archaeology and responding consultation requirements.  
There is 1 scheduled monument south of Hill Farm. The 
centres of Ringwould and Kingsdown are Conservation 
Areas and include listed buildings. See Map B at appendix 
1. 
Land along the coast (broadly east of Wellington Parade, 
Undercliffe Road and The Leas, but also including 
properties in South Road and adjacent parts of North Road 
and Cliffe Road) is within Flood Zones 2 and 3. There are 
also several areas at risk of Surface Water flooding within 
the Kingsdown and Ringwould built-up areas, and in the 
countryside in-between. The land in and around Ringwould 
is within Groundwater Protection Zone 2 with areas north 
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and south of Ringwould Road and to the south-west within 
Groundwater Protection Zone 1. See Map C at Appendix 1. 
 
 
The parish contains Grade 2 (Very Good) and Grade 3 
(Good to Moderate) agricultural land. 
 
The draft NDP contains policies to protect and enhance the 
areas of the natural and historic environment identified 
above, giving the opportunity to shape proposals in ways 
which improve, or at worst avoid harm to, those assets 
identified. The draft NP also designates 22 areas as Local 
Green Spaces which further safeguards areas of local 
cultural/beauty/landscape/recreational/biodiversity value.  
 
ii) The draft NP is not expected to result in an exceeding of 
environmental quality standards or limit values. 
 
iii) The draft NP does not allocate sites for development, 
rather it sets a local framework upon which future 
development will be judged alongside the adopted Dover 
District Local Plan. The draft NP and the adopted DDLP 
both seek to make efficient use of land and so no 
significant environmental effects are anticipated resulting 
from intensive land-use. 
 

The effects on areas or landscapes 
which have a recognised national, 
Community or international 
protection status. 

The southern part of the parish, between the A258 Dover 
Road in Ringwould to the coast and south of Ringwould 
Road and Kingsdown, forms part of the designated Kent 
Downs National Landscape. Land to the east of Oldstairs 
Road has also been ‘defined’ as part of the South Foreland  
Heritage Coast.  See Map B in Appendix 1. 
 
At Policy RKNP12, the draft NP identifies locally-important 
public views which should be taken into account in 
development proposals, which acts as a safeguard against 
significant localised landscape impacts. The Plan refers to 
the Kent Downs Management Plan which is Adopted by the 
Council and is also used in the determination of planning 
applications. 
 

Part 2 SEA Overall Conclusion The policies contained within the draft NP alongside those 
within the adopted Dover District Local Plan to 2040  will 
ensure that any development coming forward as windfall 
development is unlikely to have significant environmental 
effects 
 

 

SEA Screening Conclusion 
3.7 The draft NP does not allocate sites for development and contains policies which 

would require any development coming forward to protect and enhance the 
environment. The assessment finds that no significant effects will occur as a result of 
the Regulation 14 Draft Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Plan. It is therefore 
concluded that a full SEA is not required at this time.  
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3.8 Once the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan is published, if it is changed in a 

significant manner, or any currently unidentified consequences or policy conflicts arise, 

a new SEA screening process may need to be undertaken to re-assess the 

conclusions on whether a full SEA will be required.  
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4 HRA Screening Report and Determination 
 

4.1 The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the appropriate assessment 

required for any plan or project to assess the potential implications for European 

wildlife sites. The HRA therefore looks at whether the implementation of the plan or 

project would harm the habitats or species for which European wildlife sites are 

designated. These include: 

• Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated under the Birds Directive 

(79/409/EEC) 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC) 

 

4.2 In addition to SPAs and SACs, Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar 

Convention (Iran 1971 as amended by the Paris Protocol 1992). Although they are not 

covered by the Habitats Regulations, as a matter of national planning policy, Ramsar 

sites are treated in the same way as European wildlife sites. These European wildlife 

sites are often grouped and known as Natura 2000 sites. 

4.3 The first stage of the HRA process is a “screening” exercise where the details of 

nearby internationally designated sites are assessed to see if there is the potential for 

the implementation of the Plan to have an impact on the site. 

4.4 The purpose of the Screening stage is to: 

• Identify all aspects of the plan that would have no effect on a European site. 

These can be eliminated from further consideration in respect of this and other 

plans  

• Identify all aspects of the plan that would not be likely to have a significant 

effect on a European site (i.e. would have some effect because of 

links/connectivity but the effect is not significant), either alone or in combination 

with other aspects of the same plan or other plans or projects. These do not 

require ‘Appropriate Assessment’. 

• Identify those aspects of the plan where it is not possible to rule out the risk of 

significant effects on a European site, either alone or in combination with other 

plans or projects. This provides a clear scope for the parts of the plan that will 

require Appropriate Assessment. 

 

4.5 The following assessment will screen the potential impact of the proposals for the 

Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Plan on these sites within 20km of the 

Neighbourhood Area Boundary.  

4.6 The following Natura 2000 sites are located within 20km of the Ringwould with 

Kingsdown Neighbourhood Area boundary (See Map A – Appendix 1). 
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Table 4 - International Designated Sites (within 20km) of Ringwould with Kingsdown NDP boundary 

European Sites Closest Distance/Location from 

Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

Dover to Kingsdown 

Cliffs SAC 

 

Partly within the NP Area  1 

Lydden and Temple 

Ewell Downs SAC 

 

6.97km west 2 

Thanet Coast & 

Sandwich Bay RAMSAR 

 

3.19km north-east 3 

Sandwich Bay SAC 

 

4.70km north-east 4 

Thanet Coast and 

Sandwich Bay SPA 

 

4.28km north-east 

 

5 

Thanet Coast SAC 

 

14.49km north 6 

Folkestone to Etchinghill 

Escarpment SAC 

 

15.28km south-west 7 

Stodmarsh SAC 17.71km north-west 8 

Stodmarsh Ramsar 17.88km north-west 9 

Stodmarsh SPA 17.88km north-west 10 

Parkgate Down SAC 18.43km west 11 

 

Assessment of ‘Likely Significant Effects’ of Ringwould with 
Kingsdown NDP policies 

4.7 As required under Regulation 105 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended), an assessment has been undertaken of the ‘likely 
significant effects’ of the plan. The assessment has been prepared in order to identify 
which policies would be likely to have a significant effect on European sites (either 
alone or in combination with other plans or projects). The Screening assessment has 
been conducted without taking any proposed mitigation into account, in accordance 
with the ‘People over Wind’ judgement.  
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4.8 If the potential for policies to have likely significant effects is identified, consideration 

would then be given to the potential for the development proposed to result in 

significant effects associated with:  

• Physical loss or damage to habitat;  

• Non-physical disturbance (noise, vibration and light pollution);  

• Non-toxic contamination;  

• Air pollution;  

• Recreational pressure; and  

• Changes to hydrology, including water quantity and quality.   

4.9 Relevant case law helps to interpret when effects should be considered as a likely 

significant effect, when carrying out HRA of a land use plan. 

  

4.10 In the Waddenzee case, the European Court of Justice ruled on the interpretation of 

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (translated into Reg. 102 in the Habitats 

Regulations), including that: 

An effect should be considered ‘likely’, “if it cannot be excluded, on the basis of 

objective information, that it will have a significant effect on the site” (paragraph 

44). An effect should be considered ‘significant’, “if it undermines the 

conservation objectives” (paragraph 48). Where a plan or project has an effect 

on a site “but is not likely to undermine its conservation objectives, it cannot be 

considered likely to have a significant effect on the site concerned” (paragraph 

47). 

 

4.11 Further, a relevant opinion delivered to the Court of Justice of the European Union 

commented that: 

“The requirement that an effect in question be ‘significant’ exists in order to lay 

down a de minimis threshold. Plans or projects that have no appreciable effect 

on the site are thereby excluded. If all plans or projects capable of having any 

effect whatsoever on the site were to be caught by Article 6(3), activities on or 

near the site would risk being impossible by reason of legislative overkill.” 

4.12 This opinion (the ‘Sweetman’ case) therefore allows for the authorisation of plans and 

projects whose possible effects, alone or in combination, can be considered ‘trivial’ or 

de minimis; referring to such cases as those “that have no appreciable effect on the 

site”. In practice such effects could be screened out as having no likely significant 

effect – they would be ‘insignificant’.  

4.13 The HRA Screening assessment therefore considers whether the draft Ringwould with 

Kingsdown NDP policies could have likely significant effects either alone or in 

combination. 
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Table 3 - Assessment of Ringwould with Kingsdown NP Likely Significant Effects on European Site 
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Policy Reference and 
Title 

Likely Significant 
Effects on 
SPA/SAC/RAMSAR? 
Y/N 

Justification 

RKNP1: Restricting 
Coalescence between 
settlements 

N Seeks to retain the distinctive character of 
the individual settlements by restricting the 
ability for settlements to coalesce.  The 
policy does not directly lead to 
development, and no significant effects are 
likely as a result. 
 

RKNP2: Meeting Local 
Housing Needs 

N This policy seeks to influence housing 
proposals so that they meet the specific 
housing needs of the Parish in terms of 
size, tenure, affordability, future needs and 
the needs of people at different stages of 
their lives.  The policy does not directly lead 
to development, and no significant effects 
are likely as a result. 
 

RKNP3: Principal 
Residence Policy 

N This policy seeks to ensure that any new 
open market housing coming forward in the 
Parish (apart from allocated sites) would 
only be occupied by a household living in 
the property as their main home.  The policy 
does not directly lead to development, and 
no significant effects are likely as a result. 

RKNP4: Reflecting the 
character of the Parish 
through high quality 
design 

N To ensure that all new development, 
whether it is for an extension to an existing 
building; a new house, or a number of 
houses, is of the highest standard of 
design, reflecting local character and 
promoting local distinctiveness.  It ensures 
that the R&K Design Guidance and Codes 
are used to inform future development 
proposals.  The policy does not directly lead 
to development, and no significant effects 
are likely as a result. 

RKNP5: Energy Efficiency 
and Design 

N This policy seeks to ensure that 
development meets the highest 
environmental standards in terms of its 
construction, materials and energy use.  
The policy does not directly lead to 
development, and no significant effects are 
likely as a result. 

RKNP6: Renewable and 
community scale energy 

N This policy sets out the types of renewable 
energy projects that would fit well with the 
character of the area and would be 
supported. It also sets out the criteria to be 
considered as part of any renewable energy 
schemes in the neighbourhood area. The 
policy does not directly lead to 
development, and no significant effects are 
likely as a result. 

 
RKNP7: Ground Water 
Source Protection Zones 

N This policy sets out the approach for 
considering development proposals in 
GWPZ’s to avoid contamination and/or any 
risk to drinking water quality.  The policy 
does not directly lead to development, and 
no significant effects are likely as a result. 
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RKNP8: Heritage Assets N This policy seeks to recognise the major 
role that the historic environment (including 
the character of rural streets and lanes) has 
in shaping the development and identity of 
the Parish, and to protect and conserve the 
heritage assets in a manner appropriate to 
their significance. The policy does not 
directly lead to development, and no 
significant effects are likely as a result. 
 

RKNP9: Dark Skies N This policy seeks to ensure that the siting 
and design of development protects the 
night sky from light pollution.  The policy 
does not directly lead to development, and 
no significant effects are likely as a result. 

RKNP10: Supporting the 
natural environment and 
biodiversity 

N 
This policy seeks to ensure that the multiple 
benefits of the Parish’s green and blue 
spaces – including their importance in 
combating pressure on wildlife, habitats, 
biodiversity and geodiversity and in off-
setting the effects of air pollution – are 
recognised and enhanced. This applies 
particularly where individual spaces have a 
greater collective value as part of wider 
chains of green infrastructure. This will 
serve to support the requirement to 
conserve and, where possible, provide a 
net gain in biodiversity through planning 
policy whilst accommodating sustainable 
development. The policy also seeks to 
preserve or enhance landscape character 
and provides guidance on open space 
incorporated in development proposals. The 
policy does not directly lead to 
development, and no significant effects are 
likely as a result. 

 
RKNP11: Local Green 
Space 

N Seeks designates 23 sites as Local Green 
Space to acknowledge their value to the 
community and protect them from 
inappropriate development.  The policy 
does not directly lead to development, and 
no significant effects are likely as a result. 
 

RKNP12: Important public 
views 

N Identifies locally significant views and seeks 
to safeguard these from inappropriate 
development.  The policy does not directly 
lead to development, and no significant 
effects are likely as a result. 
 

RKNP13: Important 
community facilities 

N This policy seeks to resist the loss of key 
services and facilities and sets out where 
additional facilities, or expansions/upgrade, 
would be supported.  The policy does not 
directly lead to development, and no 
significant effects are likely as a result. 
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4.12 None of the draft Ringwould with Kingsdown NP policies are expected to have a likely 

significant effect on European-protected sites alone. Although there are protected sites 

which would be close enough to require further consideration at the Appropriate 

Assessment stage, the lack of site allocations in the Ringwould with Kingsdown NP 

avoids the need for such an assessment. As per Table 5, there are no likely significant 

effects on European sites from the Ringwould with Kingsdown NP policies alone. 

 

Assessing the Potential for In-Combination Effects 
4.13 Regulation 105 of the Habitats Regulations 2017 requires an Appropriate Assessment 

where “a land use plan is likely to have a significant effect on a European site (either 

alone or in combination with other plans or projects) and is not directly connected with 

or necessary to the management of the site”. Therefore, where likely insignificant 

effects are identified for the plan alone, it is necessary to consider whether these may 

become significant effects in combination with other plans or projects. 

 

4.14 The adopted Dover District Local Plan proposes two residential site allocations within 

the Ringwould with Kingsdown NDP boundary, under Policy SAP34 where ‘Land at 

Woodhill Farm Ringwould Road, Kingsdown’ is allocated with an indicative capacity of 

50 dwellings and Policy SAP53 where ‘Land at Ringwould Alpines’ is allocated with an 

indicative capacity of 10 dwellings.  

 

4.15 Additionally, several other neighbourhood plans are in preparation across the District 

as per the Council’s Neighbourhood Planning webpage and windfall development can 

result in in-combination effects too.  

 

RKNP14: Sustainable 
travel 

N Seeks to encourage more sustainable 
modes of transport by supporting active 
travel proposals and identifies PRoW 
enhancements, funded through developer 
contributions or other project funding. It 
refers to connectivity of footpaths / 
bridleways and the need for works to 
footpaths and traffic calming measures to 
enhance rural character. It supports bicycle 
parking facilities.  The policy does not 
directly lead to development, and no 
significant effects are likely as a result. 
 

RKNP12: Public parking 
provision 

N The policy seeks to ensure that adequate 
public parking is provided serving the 
villages to ensure that walking, cycling and 
equestrian activities are not restricted by 
unsuitable parking. It seeks to retain 
existing, publicly available off-street car 
parking and supports additional public 
parking subject to impact on Conservation 
areas, designated sites and the National 
Landscape and supports bicycle parking 
facilities, and future-proofed electric vehicle 
charging points. The policy does not directly 
lead to development and no significant 
effects are likely as a result. 
 

https://www.dover.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-Policy/Neighbourhood-Planning/Home.aspx
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4.16 The Council’s most recent land supply update (January 2025) shows no major sites 

with full or outline planning permission within the NDP area since the Adoption of the 

Dover District Local Plan 2040. There is 1 minor site with planning permission 

(25/00374).  There are 5 further undetermined applications for 4 residential units (App 

No -25/00737), three residential units (App No 25/00925) and three applications for 

one residential unit (Applications Nos 23/01428, 25/00136 and 25/1021). 

 

4.17 There are 2 major sites, and 1 minor site allocated for housing within or adjacent the 

designated Neighbourhood Plan boundary, with a combined indicative capacity of 65 

dwellings. These sites were considered as part of the Habitats Relations Assessment 

of the Dover District Local Plan 2040.   

 

4.18 There is currently a submitted planning application on two of the allocated sites (App 

no 25/00113 - Land at Woodhill Farm, Ringwould Road, Kingsdown, and App No. 

24/00165 Land at Former Ringwould Apines).  Of note, the Woodland Farm allocation 

has an indicative capacity of 50 dwellings, and the planning application is seeking 

planning permission for a larger number (70 dwellings).  The application has not yet 

been determined, but information has been submitted to support a Habitats 

Regulations Assessment.  The assessment identified the potential for the proposed 

scheme to have an adverse impact on the integrity of Dover to Kingsdown Cliffs SAC 

and Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA/SAC.  The potential impacts are identified 

as air pollution and recreation pressure and planning permission will only be granted if 

the Council is content that any potential likely significant effects can be successfully 

avoided. Currently, the information provided to inform an HRA of the planning 

application seeks to demonstrate that potential likely significant effects can be 

successfully avoided. 

 

4.19 Any windfall sites that come forward, including those above) would be assessed 

against the existing policy framework, including the Dover District Local Plan 2040. In 

terms of recreational impact on Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA, the agreed 

Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA Strategic Access Mitigation and Monitoring 

Strategy will apply to any development that takes place in the Zone of Influence (see 

Map 1). This ZOI covers the northern part of the neighbourhood area. The 

neighbourhood plan should refer to the Mitigation Strategy for context, recognising it 

may need to change, depending if the nature of the recreational pressures change 

over time. 

   

4.20 However, given that the draft Ringwould with Kingsdown NP does not identify any 

further sites for housing development, or other uses involving new development, it is 

considered that the NDP results in no likely in-combination effects on European-

protected sites over and above those already addressed as part of the Appropriate 

Assessment of the adopted Dover District Local Plan.  

 

HRA Screening Conclusion 
4.21 The Habitat Regulations Assessment of this neighbourhood plan concluded that there 

are no potential significant effects upon integrity of the internationally designated sites 

(SPA, SAC or Ramsar sites) alone or in combination with other projects and plans.  

Therefore, no further work as part of the compliance with the Habitat Regulations will 
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be required.  The statutory consultees have indicated that they agree with this 

conclusion. 

 

4.22 Once the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan is published if it is changed in a 

significant manner, or any currently unidentified consequences or policy conflicts arise, 

a new HRA screening process may need to be undertaken to re-assess the 

conclusions on whether a full HRA/AA will be required.  

 

 

 

Appendix 1: Maps 
Map A: Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Development Plan Area and SPA, SAC, 
and Ramsar sites within 20km (labelled according to Table 4). 
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Map B: Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Development Plan Area and Nature 
Conservation (not SPA, SAC, or Ramsar), Heritage and Landscape designations. 
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Map C: Ringwould with Kingsdown Neighbourhood Development Plan Area and 
Groundwater Source protection Zones and areas identified at risk of flooding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 – Statutory Consultee Responses  
 

Historic England 
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Natural England 
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Environment Agency 
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