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The above named parish counc旧s in an unusuaI position. Its clerk has been absent on sick leave for nearly a

yea「 but a Iocum clerk was appointed onIy from December 2020. 1 have been c訓ed in by the locum clerk to

review the 2019-20 accounts which had not been compIeted du「ing the summer of 2020.

The locum clerk and l, WOrking with in∞mPlete records, have been able to complete a Receipts and PaYmentS

Account for the yea「to 31 Ma「ch 2020 to be adopted by the Council at its next meeting.

I have also compIeted the AnnuaI lntemal Audit Report (AIAR) for 2019-20. My answers to the questions A-M on

the AIAR are mostIy判o〃 and the expIanations fo「these concIusions are set out in this report.

A Accounting Records

The locum clerk and l have compiled the receipts and payments account by wo「king from bank statements

obtained by the locum clerk di「ect from the bank. No invoices′ reCeipts or accounts were available to us.

B PaγmentS aPProVals

No invoices were available. VA「 has not been ident絹ed and accounted for.

CRiskReview

l have been unabIe to find a risk review recorded in the minutes during 2019-20.

D Budgets and budgetary controI

The budget sp「eadsheet supporting the caIculation of the precept for 2019-20 and since does not incIude

expected receipts (Other than precept). Review of minutes did not identfty anγ rePOrting of outtu「n to budget

either during the blIdget setting process or during the accounting year

E Expected l-eCeipts

No receipts or amounts expected were available.

H Asset Registe「

Not avaiIabIe for review

I Bank reconciliations

None seen. The last reported was that supplied with the 2018-19 Accounting statements. The figure stated fo「

baIance at 31 March 2O19 in respect ofthe CounciIt account with HSBC offi8′516 is different from that

suppIied by the bank at f8′469. I intend to investigate this discrepaney as soon as practicable.

しPubIic Rights

No evidence ha§ been supplied to the locum cle「k fo「 me to revievy nor is there any indication of provision for

eIectors’rights on the website.

Al貼On being taken:

The audit took place on 31 March 2021. I discussed with the locum cIerk my findings and that l would need to

report to the extemal auditor. 1 intend to investisate further, ParticuIarly the d肺erence ove「 the bank account’

at the 2020-21 audit which wiil be in a few weeks’time.

My report wiIl be presented to the next meeting ofthe Counciし

Lionel Robbins

lndependent lnternal Auditor

O6 Apri1 2O21
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I am pleased to reportto Members ofthe Parish Counc= that l have compIeted my internaI audit ofthe

Parish Counc紺s 「eco「ds for 2019-20 and have been abIe to complete the Annua帖ternaI Audit Report

(AIAR汗or the 2019-20 Annual Governance and Accountab冊y Return.

Members should be aware that the audit tests that I undertook during the audit cannot be re=ed on to

identfty the occasional omission or insign謂cant error; nOr tO discIose breaches oftrust or statute,

neglect orfraud which may have taken place and which it is the responsib冊Y Ofthe Members ofthe

Counc冊o guard against through the Parish Counc陸internal controI procedures.

The AIAR contains a series of questions on which the航ernaI auditor is asked to give an op面on

Whetherthe Counc冊as met va「ious controi objectives for the accounting year Most of my answe「s a「e

“No’’in that l consider the Counc冊as not met standards appropriate to its needs. 1 am o輔ged to

explain any ′′Noノ’answers to the Council’s external auditor in an attachment to the AIAR. 1 have added a

COPγ Ofthis explanatorY attaChment as an appendix to this report,

l would like to take this opportunityto thank YOur locum clerk forthe assistance given to me in the

COnduct ofthe audit that took place on 31 Ma「ch 2021.

PREVIOuS AUDITS:

Extemal auditor 2018-19:

The external audit certificate for 2018-19 dated 20 September 2019 has both qua輸cations and

COmmentS・ l have been unable to find any evidence that the Counc掴tselfconsidered this report as it is

required to do under the Accounts and Audit ReguIations 2015. Moreover, that the Council has not

COnSidered the externaI auditorノs report w紺mandate a “No” response to asse面On 7 on the

Gove「nance Statement for 2019-20

1nte「nal audito「 2018-19:

My p「edecessor’s AIAR was dated =uly 2019. l note that it gave ′′yes’’responses to a= the relevant

questions. 1 have not had any access to my predecessor or their records.

FINDINGS THIS VISiT:

During the visit l carried out su冊cient work to enable me to compIete the Annua=ntemal Audit Report.

I have reviewed minutes insofa「 as they were availabIe on the website.

In view ofthe Iack of records available′ the locum clerk and出ave produced the 2019-20 accounts by

WOrking back f「om the bank statements. There is no point in tryingto reconc川e our workings with the

bank as that was the start point.

As far as is known the Counc冊as three bank accounts. Two′ W輔BarcIays, have no activity apart from

interest being credited and w紺be ciosed. The third account′ With HSBC′ COntains訓the remaining

transactions and isthe main source forthe 2019-20 accounts. 1 am concerned thatthe baIance on this

account at the start ofthe year (31 March/1 Apri1 2019〉 from the bank statement at f8,469 is way

different to the figu「e reported on the 2018-19 end ofyear bank reconc胎tion of f18,516. Balances on

the two Barclays accounts appear to be ⊂OrreCtly stated.

There are cheques reported on the accounts spreadsheet in February and March 2020 which we「e

unpresented atthe yearend on 31 March 2020. 1 have been ableto find oniy one in the bank

statements from Apri1 202O to date leavingthree [nos lO2564, 573 and 579] with a totai value offl,102

St紺unp「esented over a year later
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Likewise′ there was a cheque unp「esented at 31 March 2019 [no lO2483] for境O st岨npresented a

γear late自n this case l think itwas 「eplaced by lO2491 at the same amount which does not appear in

the accounts spreadsheet in either 2018-19 or 2019-20 but which appears in the bank statement on 4

Ap「=2019.

The 2018-19 and 2O19-20 accounting spreadsheets do not identify t「ansactions with V肘nor do they

Show the amount ofsuch VAT Without details f「om the invoice′ Particula「Iy the supplier′s vAT numbel

the Counc旧s unableto recover its input VA印t appears that a claim to HMRCwas made in respect of

the pIay equipment but there has been no recove「y ofV肘sjnce.

As noted in my expianatory report to the externaI audito申WaS unabIe tofind evidence that the

Counc冊ad carried out a review of risk during or reIating to 2019-20・ This is a requirement - See

assertion 6 on the Govemance Statement.

The Local Gove「nment Finance Act 1992 sets out in s49A ca-c而tions which must be made as part of

the budget preparation process" They are that cou嗣s must consider their spending needs, that they

estimate and take into account their expected income (apart from precept) and iastlythat they consider

What transfe「s they need to make to or from their reserves. The net 「esuIt ofthese three calculations

becomes the precept (s41(2)しGFA 1992主The budget spreadsheet used by the Counc冊oes not include

any element of expected income or transfers to/from rese「ves and thus does not comply with law.

During my review of minutes I did not come across a=y instance of ∂ rePOrt COmPa「ing the actual spend

to budget whether during the yea串t its end or in respect of budget preparation of next year′s budget‘

l am concemed atthe Iack ofdocuments available tothe locum clerk and by extension to myselfas

intemaI auditor There should be far mo「e than has been supplied. I find it d珊cult to believe that what

has been supplied is all there is …Iess everything eIse has been destroyed" By way of example the

Signed copy of counciI minutes is a matter fo「 pu輔c record as we一一as being admissibIe in evidence.

Electronic copies may exist and be in general use but the duty to keep the origina圧emains.

The discrepancY Of組Ok between the bank and counc= versions forthe HSBC baIance at 31 March 2019

W紺need to be investigated fu軸er

しionel Robb!ns

independent lnternal Auditor

O6 ApriI 2021
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